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CER, which stands for Claim, Evidence, Reasoning, 

is a structure or template for writing an argument 

or conclusion. 

Every strong argument or conclusion has the 

same parts: a claim (or argument), facts to 

support the claim, and reasons explaining how to 

evidence supports the claim. 

In science, students can use CER to write 

conclusions for lab reports. But, more 

importantly, it can be used as a structure for 

debates or to gauge student thinking when 

presented with a problem or question. 

Thus, CER is a tool for students to develop and 

practice their skills in scientific analysis and 

critical thinking.



Q: Do Lobsters feel pain?
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Q: Do Lobsters feel pain?
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PRACTICE: Write CER statements for the following prompts
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1. Foods labelled organic are better for people to eat.

2. More money should be spent on <science A> than <science B>.

3. <science discovery or invention> is the most significant discovery/invention in the 

last 10 years.

4. The smartest organism on earth is <>. 

5. 10 years from now, a career that would be in demand is…


